Dear Mariann,

Members of the European Parliament,

Participants of the Conference,

Distinguished Guests, 

It is my great honour and pleasure to conclude this conference and to thank all of you for your participation and especially for all your contributions. 
Also, I would like to state that the results of the conference make me believe that the ambition of the Presidency has been met.
The conference supplied many indications about potential direction of the future EU quality policy and our views show a high degree of consistency. I am really happy that all our discussions show majority consensus in the following areas: 

- We have agreed that quality is an important key for long-term competitiveness of our farmers;  
- I also feel that there is a consensus that the EU systems existing in many areas meet their objectives and operate in line with the common interest of the Community and that it is essential to strengthen these areas furthermore;     
- No one has challenged the significance of the joint European approach to the quality, which is the only approach providing guarantee for an efficient implementation of our interests towards the third countries, particularly in relation to geographical indications. In general, there is a strong belief that the implementation of the Community interests should be further strengthened.  
I think that the agreement on these key topics of the quality policy offers to all of us, and especially to the Czech Presidency, good outlook for the future debate which awaits us.  Such a debate will become even more intense when Mariann presents the proposal of the Communication of the Commission.
On the other hand, it has to be mentioned that the conference has fulfilled another of its objectives because our work in the workshops has reasserted the importance of individual topics and has outlined the fundamental discussion we will have to have on some subjects. 
In view of production and business standards requirements, the fundamental question seems to be the way towards better information about the product, especially the place of farming, so that the consumer gets access to information about the added value of European products. It is generally thought that rather than developing new systems it is necessary to make the existing systems more attractive and simpler.  The issue of labelling, notably the benefit of the European logo, seems to be still at a relatively low level. The approach to the self-regulation remains traditionally a polemic question, especially with regard to business standards where it is necessary to seek a right balance between retailers’ requirements for a minimum market regulation and fears of consumers about reducing supply in areas with low purchasing power. 
Now, I would like to say a few words about the main pillar of our common policy, namely the system of protected geographical indications, designation of origin and traditional specialities.  The most surprising aspect here has perhaps been a huge interest in the continuation of the traditional specialities system expressed by nearly all stakeholders. The current interest expressed in the order of only several tens of registrations, as well as limited legal protection, indicated rather a need to fundamentally reassess the system. Yet, the representatives of mainly the new – but also the old member states, as well as number of stakeholders, have agreed on the potential of the system, most of them are positive about it and want to retain it. It would be therefore possible to examine options for dealing with the future of traditional specialities in the context of interest in ‘traditional’ reserved names – an issue mentioned here. 
I can confirm that the importance of geographical indications and designations of origin has proved itself as a key pillar of the quality policy. 
Products carrying the geographical area indication are the main bearers of traditions and cultural identity of the European rural space and are therefore fundamental for preserving diversity and methods of production. On the other hand, it is also generally accepted that there exists room for making the existing system more efficient and simple and also for strengthening protection of Community geographical indications on the global market.
This, in fact, entirely conveys both the EU motto „Unity in Diversity“ and the Czech Presidency motto „Europe without Barriers“ and underlines the European spirit of these systems of protection.

Bigger attention should therefore be given to further promotion and consideration about extending protection to some other areas as well as harmonization of a few already existing  parallel systems. The essential question is how to resolve the issue of protection against abusing protected ingredients in processed products as well as clarification of the relationship towards the trade marks.
Yesterday discussions on certification schemes also confirmed on-going interest of member states and stakeholders in the certification schemes system in order to preserve both traditions and the potential of the market value on the liberalized market.
As for organic farming, which has got its own place in the Community legislation, it is pleasant to note that its significance with consumers is growing - and this has been confirmed together with further possibilities for marketing of local and regional agricultural production. It seems evident, however, that it will be necessary to find ways for increasing consumers´ confidence in certification systems of organic production, which is directly linked to the question of the logo and controls.

Finally, let me say few words about the institutional point of view. I believe that it has been agreed that special agency is not needed and I welcome this decision. However, we can imagine a certain permanent Forum and it would be an honour for Prague to host such Forum.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

In conclusion of this conference, allow me to express my thanks to all of you for a very active participation and for the fact that by this participation you have enabled us to fulfil ambitions of this Presidency conference. Your interest has really highlighted the great importance which is rightfully attached to this issue. 

I am also grateful to Mariann for the Green Paper which has provided the main ideas for our discussions and like all of you I will be looking forward to the expected Communication of the Commission.

The Czech Presidency is going to use it as a basis for the future active discussion during May and June this year.
Dear Mariann,

Distinguished Guests,

Dear Friends,
I have been highly honoured to welcome you all in Prague and to spend the last two days in a fruitful discussion with all of you and allow me to close our conference.  
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