Opening speech of the Minister at the international conference of DG SANCO on animal welfare 

in Brussels on January 20, 2009 

Dear Madame Commissioner, Ladies and Gentlemen,

· It is my great honour and pleasure to say a few words on behalf of the presidency to open this international conference dealing with the topic of Global Trade and Farm Animal Welfare.

· This conference follows onto a number of prior activities of the European Commission, of international governmental organizations and non-governmental organizations which all cooperate on different levels and seek to resolve issues arising in connection with Animal Welfare in international context.

· The mutual dialogue between the organizations who are involved in animal protection, government of a number of countries, politicians, farm animal breeders as well as with the representatives of the consumers is the necessary prerequisite to achieving of the common goal which is the improvement of conditions for animal welfare in all phases of animal husbandry. 

· The said issues do in their consequences intervene in a more and more significant way into the international animal trade and trade with animal products.

· Drafting of internationally applicable principles and standards for animal welfare is a prerequisite to achieving to application of equal conditions and transparent principles in the international trade with livestock and related commodities.

· The key role in the animal welfare sector is played by issues related to animal health, and for these reasons these issues should be given great attention.

· We appreciate highly the cooperation and active participation of a number of NGOs which were involved in the preparation of this conference. We also appreciate all hitherto provided contributions by the OIE and the FAO. The fact that these issues remain highly topical is attested by the attendance of the representatives of the farmers and livestock breeders, by the representatives of the processing industries and by the consumers. The international significance of the conference is underscored by the presence of the experts from different continents of the world.

· This conference will contemplate and discuss the issues of welfare mainly from the viewpoint of policy creation and of the corresponding legislation, enforcement of welfare in livestock production, as well as its impact on the international animal trade and animal products trade. I expect that the debates held in the individual thematically focused working groups will bring new suggestions on the progress of the work in this particular field.

· I believe that it is not a surprise that the Czech presidency will in the following months pay attention to animal welfare, especially in the context of negotiations on the proposal concerning protection of animal at slaughter. Protection of laboratory animals or protection of animals during transport will also be duly addressed.

· Ladies and gentlemen, let me thank the organizers of this conference for their work on the preparation of the discussions here and for their choice of such an important and topical theme. At the same time please let me wish you every success in your proceedings in the following two days.

Thank you for your attention.
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